
Peer Support ‘Talk and Chalk’ group  

volunteer 

 

About SPCF: Sheffield Parent Carer Forum are an independent local charity run by and 
for parent carers of children and young people with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND). Our aim is to provide mutual support, share information and 
influence policy and practice. 

About this role: Our dad’s ‘talk and chalk’ group is a support group for dads or male 
carers of children or young people with additional needs to attend. It is run by 2 
volunteers who are parent carers themselves and is a chance for like-minded men to 
chat, play pool or snooker, or simply enjoy a cup of tea in good company. The group 
runs once a month on a Wednesday evening and operates on a drop-in basis.  
Due to the group expanding, SPCF are looking for an additional volunteer to help run the 
group and offer advice and support to anyone attending or simply just to be a listening 
ear! 
 
Location: Stephen Harrison Snooker Academy, Leeds Road, Sheffield, S9 3TY 

Availability: 6.30-9.30pm once a month on a Wednesday (usually the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month) 

Volunteer mentor/ main contact: Peer Support Manager  
 

Main activities 

• To welcome dads and male carers to the group, introducing new members to the 
rest of the group and showing them where to sign in, toilets, fire exits etc 

• To help make drinks and refreshments for members of the group 
• To provide mutual support and be a listening ear for the dads/ male carers to 

chat to 
• To sign post members to services that may be of help to them and to give out 

leaflets and advice 
• To encourage members of the group to give feedback (via a form) both on how 

helpful they find the group and also any views that they have on the SEND 
system so these views can be brought to meetings by our parent representatives 
 

 

 



Skills and experience 

Ideally you will: 

• Have lived experience of being a parent carer to a child or young person with 
additional needs  

• Have a good knowledge of the SEND services available in Sheffield 
• Be a good listener 
• Have good communication skills and be confident speaking to others 
• Have a non- judgemental approach  
• Have a good knowledge about confidentiality and know when it is appropriate to 

share information 
• This role is open to male volunteers only, in line with Schedule 9 of the Equality 

Act 2010, because the position supports a male-only peer-support group for 
dads and male carers. The group provides a safe space where participants share 
personal experiences, and a male volunteer is an occupational requirement for 
maintaining this environment 

 
 

Support you can expect while volunteering for SPCF: 

• Volunteer induction 
• Fire safety instructions for the venue 
• Full training will be provided about our services and the information that you can 

give out to parent carers 
• Access to level 3 Safeguarding training (this is a requirement for this role) 
• Support from Volunteer Coordinator and Volunteer Mentor 
• Reimbursement of expenses in line with our policy 
• SPCF is committed to safe volunteer recruitment practices. A DBS check is 

required for this role. These are free for volunteers & SPCF will arrange the DBS 
process on your behalf 

 

The benefits that you can expect from volunteering at SPCF: 
 

• Gain skills and experience that could support you in accessing paid employment 
and/or other voluntary roles in the future 

• Invitation to annual volunteer events 
• Flexible volunteer roles that you can fit around other commitments 
• Playing an active role in a service that supports SEND children, young people & 

their families 
 
 



What we would need from you: 
 
• To be a minimum of 18 years of age 
• To attend an induction and any routine training required for your volunteer role 
• To abide by SPCF volunteer policies and guidance 
• To be polite and respectful to everyone you meet whilst volunteering in this role & 

act in a professional manner. 
• To act as an Ambassador for the SPCF Charity. 
 

 

Click here to apply online 

https://forms.office.com/e/kczQ6ZGs6h

