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Q & A – Banding for High Need Pupils
The Working Group which has been steering the work on the new Banded Funding approach to High/ Exceptional needs pupils has collated a range of questions which may arise for schools who are involved in the auditing, banding and moderation of high need pupils.  Alongside each of the questions is a response based upon the group’s best understanding at the current time. 

The Pupils
Q1. Which pupils will be banded?

A1. Pupils with high or exceptional needs. These will be the small number of pupils who are likely to be known to a number of agencies; may well have a statement of need and/or a multi agency assessment. Pupils with high or exceptional needs are those pupils who would not be predicted to be part of the normal entry of a mainstream school e.g. a pupil with severe hearing; visual; physical or communication and social/learning needs. Typically around 2% -3% of pupils, across all schools and ages, in most local authority areas are regarded as exceptional and  have educational needs as a result of a disability or a learning/social difficulty which requires support beyond that which can reasonably be expected of a mainstream school from its delegated financial resources.

The government has now proposed a straightforward way of defining these high needs pupils in terms of the amount of money (£10k – see below)which a mainstream school would be expected to spend on such a pupil before additional funding from the LA is allocated through a funding band.  

Q2. Is it about High Need or Exceptional Need pupils? The vocabulary seems to alter? 

A2. Sheffield has tended to refer to this group of pupils as having ‘exceptional needs’. The current Government documentation uses High Needs. Both terms refer to the same group of pupils.
Q3. How will I know if my school has a pupil with high needs?

A3. If the pupil is attending a special school or an IR then they will be regarded as having high needs (unless their needs have altered).  If the pupil is attending a mainstream school then your school will already be spending at least £10k in total on the pupil in supporting their education. The pupil will also have been assessed by one or more external agencies and may well have statement of educational needs or other formal record. If you are in doubt about whether a particular pupil has high needs please contact your educational psychologist for advice. 
The Funding

Q4. What can a mainstream school be expected to spend to support one of their pupils with special needs?

A4.The Government has taken the view that mainstream providers (schools, academies and FE colleges) will be expected to contribute the first £6k of the additional educational support provision for high needs pupils and students from their notional SEN budget (pre-16) or a specific additional education support allocation of £6,000 for each high needs student on roll during the last academic year (post-16).  This is over and above the costs of per-pupil or per-student teaching and learning provided by the educating institution for all pupils/students (around £4k).
Q5. How do these figures stack up in terms of Sheffield?
A5. For the financial year 2012/13 Sheffield allocated approximately £4,115 per pupil in the primary sector (£3,437 when AEN/SEN funding is excluded) and £4,984 per pupil  in the secondary sector (£4,589 when AEN/SEN is excluded) in terms of overall per pupil funding, placing it very close to the government’s £4k figure. In terms of additional educational needs, Sheffield delegates a total of £39m to meet Individual Needs in mainstream schools (including £16.6m for SEN, £10.1m social deprivation and £12.3m through the pupil premium for disadvantaged pupils). An average primary school receives £174k to support pupil’s additional needs and an average of £646k in the secondary sector. In addition, the government recommends that an element of each school’s AWPU (age weighted pupil unit) should contribute to each mainstream school’s funding for SEN.
Q6. How do I find out how much funding my school receives for meeting pupils special/ additional educational needs?

A6.The DfE have issued a paper recommending how Local Authorities should calculate the notional SEN budget from April 2013.  We will be producing a Sheffield model for schools to apply to their own budget later in the autumn.  The funding sources will be a proportion of AWPU, a proportion of social deprivation funding, and all of the funding distributed through the low prior attainment funding for SEN.  
Q7. How do I calculate what my school is spending on a particular pupil with special needs to see if they qualify for additional banded funding?

A7. You may find it helpful for these purposes to concentrate on calculating whether your school is spending as much as £6k extra on a particular pupil (i.e. excluding basic core costs for educating all pupils). The LA has produced an advice sheet including some case studies to enable you to do this (Addendum A attached).
Q8. Do one off costs for equipment, e.g. laptops modifications to buildings and for the training of staff count as part of the £6k?

A8. Usually these costs will not be included. Generally only ongoing revenue costs should be included in calculating a school’s expenditure on a pupil. For adaptations to premises schools are advised to approach the LA in respect of the Disability Loan Service. There may be exceptional circumstances where some one off costs should be considered as part of the calculation of expenditure on meeting a pupil’s additional needs. Please refer to the Moderation panel (see Q23) for advice. 
Q9. What happens to a school which is inclusive and attracts a number of  high needs pupils from outside of its catchment area but has low levels of additional needs funding and believes it is unable/unreasonable for it to fund the expected £4k + £6k for all their high needs pupils? 
A9. This may occur on an exceptional basis and the LA will be able, under the new DfE regulations, to respond to these circumstances. Any school which believes it should be treated as an exception will need to provide appropriate evidence to the Moderation Panel. Critical factors will be; the overall number of high needs pupils-particularly pupils from outside the catchment area; the relative level of the school’s notional SEN budget and the levels of the school’s carry forward. Advice from the school’s EP will also be helpful in judging whether exceptional circumstances are affecting a particular school. The LA will publish some additional guidelines to assist schools in determining whether they might be regarded as exceptional in this respect.  
Q10. What about the costs of a visiting advisory teacher or a health professional?

A10. Only the costs incurred by the school and paid from the school’s budget should be included in calculating expenditure on a high needs pupil. If, for example, a school buys in regular input from the learning support service in order to specifically meet the needs of an individual pupil then this expenditure could count towards the £6k.
Q11. How much funding is attached to each Band?

A11. Work is still being progressed to establish monetary values for each band.  Once the values have been established they will be shared with all schools as soon as possible.
Banding 
Q12. How many funding bands will there be?

A12. There will be 5 bands in all: A B C D and I. Band I is intended to provide additional LA resources for a very small number of pupils with multiple needs for whom a very individual package will be required. These 5 bands will be used to allocate additional top up funding (in addition to the £10k provided by schools) for all high needs pupils whether they are attending mainstream; PRUs, IRs or special schools. The same funding levels will be used for all pupils with similar levels of need regardless of their specific placement. However, there may be some exceptional circumstances where the level of the top up will need to be determined by the actual costs of provision e.g. placement costs for a pupil placed in an independent special school.
Q13. How will high needs pupils be allocated to a Band?
Q13. In the first instance the school attended by the pupil will be expected to complete a Banding form and, through a process of discussion and moderation within school, to allocate the pupil to a band using the LA guidance and band descriptors. Thereafter there will be a process of external moderation in order to confirm or amend the banding level ascribed to the pupil.
Q14. Do three Cs make a D?

A14. No. Whilst a pupil could have multiple needs e.g. learning; physical and behavioural and be allocated the same band level in each area, band levels are not added together. For example a pupil who is allocated a C in three different areas is a “C” overall and not a “D”.
However, it is recognised that, for some pupils, where there are multiple needs and needs which vary across different settings, the task of allocating them to one band is complex. Schools may want to request additional help and support in assessing the needs of these pupils and in allocating the nearest band level which fits their overall needs.
Q15. What is the main factor which determines the banding level for a pupil?

A15. The main factor in ultimately determining the band for a particular pupil is the level of support and provision required in order to meet the pupil’s needs in school. It is possible to have a pupil with a very serious disability or medical/physical condition but where their learning and curriculum needs in school and their requirement for adult input and support is relatively small. Such a pupil may not be regarded as having high needs for funding purposes and/ or be allocated to a low funding band. The best guide in terms of allocating an appropriate band is for a school to consider the level, over sustained periods of time, of staffing and support required by an individual pupil.

Q16 Does a pupil’s banding determine their school placement (e.g. mainstream; IR or special school?

A16. No. Banding is separate from placement decisions. Banding is about ensuring that the right level of financial resources are allocated to individual high need pupils. Placement is about ensuring that all of the pupil’s needs can be appropriately met by the way in which a particular setting has organised its resources.  Pupils with A, B, C, D level needs could be found in either mainstream or special placements. It is more likely that pupils with lower levels of need (A and B) will be in mainstream settings and that pupils with higher resourced needs will be in specialist settings but an inclusive mainstream school is likely to be able to cater for pupils across a very wide range of needs    

Q17. What happens if a pupils needs change?

A17. All pupils with High Needs must have an annual review of their needs. Whilst urgent changes of need/band can be put forward at any time of the year, the annual review will offer an opportunity to review a pupil’s banding level and to propose any changes to a moderation panel. 
Q18. Do parents have a role in determining banding levels?

A18. No, not directly. Parent’s views should always be sought and listened to in terms of identifying the needs of their child and the support and help which they may require. However, it is for schools to finalise and determine the resources and support required. Banding also requires knowledge of the relative needs of any individual high need pupil. Schools, along with inputs from other agencies, are in the best position to judge the needs of any one pupil compared to other high need pupils and to allocate an appropriate funding band.
Q19. Can parents appeal against a Banding decision?

A19. There is currently no national guidance on this issue.  However, it seems likely that appeals to the national SEN Appeals Panel (SENDIST) will arise as the new system is implemented. It will be important to ensure that each banding decision made by schools and the LA is made in a fair and equitable manner and that all banding decisions are properly moderated and consistent.   

Q20. How long does a band last?

A20. A pupil’s band level will remain in place until there is a clear and significant change in the level of their needs which indicates a review of their banding level up or down. A change of school/placement does not in itself indicate a need for a change in banding level.  It’s the pupil’s needs rather than placement which determines banding levels .However, annual reviews are an oppurtunity to review banding changes as well as overall progress.
Banding and Statements

Q21. Does having a statement automatically move a pupil into a band?

A21. No. There will be some pupils who currently have a statement who, under this new resourcing approach, will not attract a high needs top up. Where for instance, the total expenditure on a pupil is below £10k a pupil with a statement may no longer be considered to have high needs for funding purposes. In these situations schools need to work closely with parents and the LA to reassess the pupil’s needs to determine what should happen about the statement in the future. Top up funding will not normally be provided where the guideline £10k is not being spent from the school’s budget.

Q22. If a pupil is having £10k+ spent on meeting their needs should a statement be drawn up?

A22. Not necessarily. The LA will continue to provide additional support to high needs pupils in mainstream schools without statements being required. Where a pupil is recognised as having high levels of need and where the host school is spending at least £10k in meeting the pupil’s needs then top up funding linked to a band of need will be provided subject to the moderation process. Schools should enlist the support and advice of their EP in determining whether to put forward a pupil for banding “top up”. 

Current legislation dictates that pupils who are to be admitted to a special school or IR will require a statement of need.   

Moderation

Q23. How will moderation work?

A23. The LA will, from April 2013, extend the role of the existing SEN Moderation Panel in order to handle the moderation of banding for newly identified Sheffield  pupils with high needs; new arrivals into Sheffield and  for  pupils where needs have changed substantially over time and where a change of banding or placement may be required. 
(A small group of moderators including school staff and officers will be set up to handle the one off moderation work which needs to be done in the Autumn Term 2012 for current high need pupils in mainstream schools.) 
Q24. What will the moderation panel consider?

A24. The job of the moderation group will be to ensure that banding allocations are fair and consistent across all Sheffield schools. The group will consider the audit return provided by the pupil’s school along with any other available school based information. Where possible there will be an opportunity for the moderation group to directly discuss the pupil with the host school. The work of moderation will be guided by a series of standard questions which are attached as Addendum B.

Q25. What is best practice for schools in preparing for moderation?

A25. There are basically two aspects to the moderation task. The first is the monetary aspect and the second is the pupil evidence. Thus:

1. In presenting evidence for each of the pupils a simple funding proforma highlighting what has been spent by the school from its budget would be useful. This will need to show that the school is spending in excess of £10k (£4k core funding and £6k additional SEN funding). Thus, if eg the estimated total sum spent on a pupil was £15,000 then the additional monies to be accounted for would be £11,000. In calculating this spending, which does not have to be absolutely exact then a useful starting point for the moderator would be how much money is spent and does the spending match to the needs of the pupil. 

2.  What schools regard as key evidence will vary. However, what has been useful in the moderation  trials so far have been:

· A copy of the pupil’s statement if they have one

· A clear description of the pupil’s needs from the school’s perspective

· External evidence if available, of the pupil’s needs

· What has been done so far to meet the pupil’s needs both by the school and any external support

· Up to data information of the progress of the pupil (if on the computer in eg SIMS this would save time)

· A clear view from the school (in discussion with the SENCO or others) of why they view the pupil to be in that particular band 

If all the above were then set out in an ordered form and following a general discussion about the nature of SEN policy in the school it would take the moderator approximately 10 minutes to moderate each pupil.

Specialist provisions

Q26. How will Assessment Places be funded in special schools and IRs?

A26. This would need to be agreed with the setting.  One way of funding these places will be by using the average banding for other places in that setting.
Q27. How will residential places be funded in special schools?

A27. Residential places will be funded using current allocation methods rather than on a banded basis. 

Q28. What will happen to HI/VI IRs which are currently service funded?

A28. These provisions have recently been reviewed   For 2013/14 the service will continue to operate in the same way as at present
Other Areas

Family of Schools Initiative 

Q29. Will Banding apply to pupils with high needs in the Family of Schools initiative?

A29. Yes. Family coordinators should put forward those individual high need pupils being supported by this initiative for banding and moderation. (This will enable continuity of provision for pupils who move to a school outside the Family of Schools). So long as this additional funding for high needs continues to be devolved to Families of Schools the moderation group will need to take this into account in determining whether any further top up funding is required.
Q30. What happens if the funding allocated to Families of Schools is fully allocated and there is insufficient funding to provide the necessary top up amounts?

A30. The role of the moderation panel will be to ensure that high need pupils attending these Families of Schools have their needs fully met; that the schools are contributing a minimum of £6k additional funding from their own budget for each pupil; that the resources already allocated to the Families of Schools are properly focussed and that the schools involved in this initiative are not disadvantaged in comparison with other mainstream schools. Over time there are likely to be circumstances where additional top up funding will need to be allocated to Families of Schools, particularly where there are pupils with very high level needs being successfully supported by the Family of Schools. However, schools will need to continue to re prioritise pupils within the available resources and ensure that they are spending at least £6k in addition to core funding from their normal delegated budgets before use is made of the Family of Schools allocation for high needs.
Any funding issues arising with schools involved in this initiative should be raised with Mary Collins (Principal Educational Psychologist) in the first instance 

Early Years

Q31. Will Banding be applied to early years high need children?

A31. Further work is being done in this area to clarify the future approach. The local authority will be giving further guidance in the autumn term.
Post 16 students

Q32. How will post 16 students with high needs be treated from April 2013?

A32. 16-19 Pupils attending Sheffield special schools and IRs will be treated in the same way as pre 16 pupils. Schools have already been asked to audit these students and to allocate them to a band in order to assist the LA in allocating an appropriate monetary value to each band. However these individual returns will not be moderated and will not be used to drive funding for 2013-4.Special schools and IRs will receive comparable levels of funding for their 16+ high need students in 2013-4 as for the current year subject to any MFG.

High needs students attending and entering college courses will also receive status quo funding during 2013-4 to enable Colleges a 12 month period to ensure that they are able to offer 4 day provision and that they are spending at least £6k from their core/additional needs budgets.

As with special schools, colleges will be asked to complete the banding audit on all current pupils but this will not be used to drive funding until April 2014.

It is anticipated that from April 2014 all post 16 students will be funded using the same banding tool, the same bands  and the same monetary values as will apply to pre 16 pupils.   

Academies

Q33. Do Academies get treated differently?

A33. No. In respect of High Need pupils/students Academies are treated in exactly the same way as LA maintained schools. Academies will be expected to meet the same £10k expectation before any top up funding is allocated. Academies will need to complete the same Banding return and the same moderation procedures will apply. The level of any” top up” will be identical to that received for a pupil with similar needs attending a maintained school.
Hospital Schools 
Further national guidance is expected in this area. At this stage it is anticipated that current funding approaches will be maintained for April 2013

Process Issues
Q34. Will all high need pupils currently attending a Sheffield school be banded from April 2013?
A34. No. Our intention is to introduce banding and top up funding on an incremental basis  from April 2013 beginning with all mainstream high needs pupils; all new admissions to special schools and IRs;  new high need pupils who are relocating to Sheffield  and to current high needs pupils who have changed needs. 
Pupils currently attending special schools and IRs will not need to be banded from April 2013 (unless their needs have altered or where  they are not making appropriate progress) as local authorities are required to ensure that if all of the places are full the school’s budget must not reduce by any more than 1.5% cash.   However, all future new admissions to special schools, integrated resources and the PRU will be banded using the same process and funding levels as those used in mainstream schools.
Q35. When does the money move if the child moves schools?

A35. The funding will follow the pupil as closely as possible, and will need to be immediately in mainstream settings.  In year movements into specialist provision (special school, PRU, integrated resource or alternative provision) will be discussed with the school to identify whether the full top up is necessary or whether marginal costs are more appropriate. Further advice will be provided on this issue by the LA.
Addendum A
Calculating Costs for High Need Pupils
This guidance should be read in conjunction with the Guidance on how to allocate children and young people with exceptional needs to bands.

Additional funding is only available for those children and young people with high needs where the school or setting can only meet their needs using strategies and utilising resources which are in addition and/or different to those strategies and resources appropriate for most children and young people. The Banded funding approach applies to all pupils whether or not they have a statement of special educational needs.

Assumptions – based on DfE guidance

· It is assumed that all children have access to a teacher (or teachers) and have opportunities to access a broad and balanced curriculum which promotes the enjoyment of playing and learning and enables them to make good progress socially and academically. 

· It is assumed that most schools do this for most children most of the time.

· It is assumed that the cost of providing the above for most children is covered in the school’s ‘base’ budget which for most children is near £4,000.

In addition

In order to be eligible to apply for ‘top up’ funding based on the new banding system, a school/setting must be able to demonstrate they have already spent an additional £6,000 or more on a high needs pupil. This money will have been used to buy additional staffing, resources, training and experiences which are different to and/or in addition to the staffing, resources, training and experiences offered to most children and young people. SENCO salary costs cannot be included because they are a statutory requirement and part of the usual staffing complement of all schools.

What can be included as costs?

The following case studies are used as an aid to demonstrate how a school might calculate how much it spends.  City wide, each school has slightly different arrangements in place, but each will know how much resources cost.  SENCOs will need to speak to their school business manager for assistance.
Case study 1

 

Thomas is a pupil in Y9. He has difficulties in interacting with his peers and the staff who teach him.  This has resulted in several fixed term exclusions during Y7 and Y8.

 

To support Thomas the school provides a number of additional interventions and has made additional arrangements which include:-

· Support from a TA in core subjects on a 1 to 1 basis to include in class support and 1 to 1 support outside of the classroom.  This totals over 9 hours of 1 to 1 support, equivalent to 35% of the costs of a FTE TA. 
**If the TA is paid £21k then 35% of this = £7,350.  If the TA is paid £14k then 35% of this = £4,900.  Schools will need to identify which pay scale their TA is on and calculate accordingly**
· In practical, creative subjects a TA also supports him.  This TA is responsible for supporting Thomas and 4 other pupils during 6 hours each week, equivalent to 20% of a TA salary divided by the 5 pupils he supports. 20% of £21k = £840, 20% of £14k = £560.
· Access to a school counsellor for an hour once a fortnight costed at 20 access sessions @ £50 = £1,000

· Access to a Learning Mentor as part of a group of 10 pupils developing anger management strategies, work experience skills and social skills for an hour a week over the course of a year. Equivalent to 40 half day sessions across a year = 1 day of LM @ £6k= £3k divided by 10  = £300 

· Resources for Anger Management Programme £2,000 divided by 10 = £200 

· Individual review and support with family visits from the school’s own Family Support Worker twice per term = £500

Clearly this pupil has potential high needs for funding purposes because the total expenditure exceeds the £6k threshold.
 

Case Study 2

 

Angela has a statement of special educational needs and her primary need is ASD.

 

To support Angela the school provides

 

· Five one hour sessions with a TA to develop her social skills (One day equivalent @ £4,200) 

· Three one hour sessions with a specialist teacher to work on a motor coordination and handwriting skills programme (£45 per session x 3 x 40 = £5,400) 

· A Teaching Assistant who supports Angela and two other children in class to support them with their learning (£7,000) good to show here ,as in case study one , how the sum is worked out when a resource is shared 
Clearly this pupil has potential high needs for funding purposes because the total expenditure exceeds the £6k threshold.

Case Study 3

 

Malcolm is in Y6.  He is undergoing an MPA.  He has muscular dystrophy.

 

To support Malcolm the school provides
 

· A regular toileting programme of 4 x 20 minutes each day 
· Training for Malcolm on using his lap top (on loan from the Disability Loans service)

· Daily physiotherapy provided by a TA who has had specialist training needs 

· Access to supervision and support in class with two other pupils

· Access to 1 to 1 supervision and support at lunchtime to assist with feeding when required and to develop social skills development and engagement opportunities for interaction with his peers.

The minimum cost of the above is £14k.

 
Clearly this pupil has potential high needs for funding purposes because the total expenditure exceeds the £6k threshold.

Once a school/setting can demonstrate it has already spent £6k on meeting the additional needs of a child or young person, they use the band descriptors to allocate a band to the pupil.
In the initial allocation period Schools/settings will have their judgments’ moderated by a moderating team comprising professionals from special and mainstream schools, Educational Psychologists and other council officers.  From April 2013, the SEN Moderation Panel will moderate school submissions for all new children and young people.

Addendum B
Banding for Pupils with Exceptional Needs

Collecting Evidence for Moderation

1. Introduction

This document attempts to provide guidance to those individuals and groups involved in the moderation of banding judgements linked to pupils with high needs. These pupils, who may be attending special schools, PRUS, IRs, academies or mainstream schools, will have been allocated to one of 5 bands of need by the staff working with them most closely in the school which they are currently attending. The pupil’s own school may also have made some attempt to moderate the banding decision internally within the school. However, developing a common banding system which is applied to pupils with varying needs across all types of schools is a complex task and the ability of staff within any one school to make accurate judgements cannot be assumed. Hence the need for internal judgements to be moderated by a small group of professional staff who, between them, will hold a wide knowledge base relating to pupils with exceptional needs. Whilst moderation is likely to confirm initial banding decisions in many/most cases it is critical, when necessary, that those involved in the moderation process feel able to question and challenge initial school based judgements in order to ensure fairness and equity across all schools. In some cases this might involve a decision to re calibrate all banding decisions for a particular school. The intention of this document is to provide guidance for Moderation Groups in order to assist them in the process of achieving accurate banding judgements.  

2. Process

This paper is based upon the following assumptions in terms of how moderation will operate.

· Initial banding decisions will be made by the pupil’s host school using the LA’s guidance/criteria and the agreed proforma

· Best practice would involve the host school in developing an internal moderation process rather than banding decisions being made by individual members of staff

· In mainstream schools all exceptional needs pupils will need to be moderated unless the overall numbers of pupils indicates that a 25% sampling approach should apply (total numbers of exceptional needs pupils are greater than 64) or that a minimum figure of 16 should apply (i.e. total numbers of exceptional needs pupils are between 16 and 64) 
     It is suggested that where sampling is used that a representative sample for each school is selected by the Moderation Group. 

· External moderation will usually be carried out by group of 5 including  senior school based staff from special and mainstream settings, an educational psychologist and SEN officer (along with a governor observer) who between them will have a wide range of experience of both pupil’s needs and settings

· The host school will provide relevant documentation on the group of pupils to be moderated including the standard banding audit proforma 

· In most cases Moderation will involve a meeting/discussion with staff from the host school. 

· Following the moderation meeting, the moderation group will provide feedback to the host school including any proposed changes / alterations to the initial banding decisions and any implications of such changes for the school’s overall audit returns. (This may involve prior discussion with the Specialist Provision Working Group which is overseeing this project)

3. Basic Principles     
a. Moderation evidence should relate primarily to the resource/ teaching and welfare  needs of the pupils in the school setting rather than detailed background information which may be unrelated to what the pupil actually requires in school

b. Moderation evidence should not require the host school to provide any information /data/ reports other than ;

· The completed audit proforma

· Data and information which is currently available in the school

· Note it will be open to individual schools to determine what, if any, information additional to the audit form is made available to the moderation group but it is important that there is no requirement for new forms to be completed.  However, copies of statements, reviews, and test scores might be made available at the school’s discretion.  In some case Heads might choose to provide a short pen picture of the pupil based around the key questions to be raised by the moderation group (see below).

c. Moderation should work on the basis that the pupils have already been identified as having exceptional needs and is not about justifying their “exceptionality”.  (All pupils with statements are regarded as having high needs along with a number of other pupils without statements attending mainstream schools where an Educational Psychologist will need to confirm with the host school that the pupil would qualify as having high needs and where the mainstream school is expending up to £10k from its budget on educating the pupil). 

d. Moderation is not about carrying out a full assessment of the pupil’s needs.  This will already have been done for the statement / record of high need. The key goal is to validate / challenge the banding decision made by the host school.

e. In moderation discussions the key task for the host school is to justify their banding decision in terms of the pupil’s resource/teaching/curriculum needs. 

f. The key task for the moderation group is to gather the information / knowledge held (“often in their head”) about the pupil by the host school and to make a judgement about the accuracy of the banding decision in relation to the LA’s banding criteria and the application of that banding criterion to pupils with similar needs in other schools. 

Suggested Prompts for Banding Moderation Discussion

1. What are the main reasons for not allocating to the Band below or the Band above this one?

2. What are the pupil’s major / main needs?

3. What is the age of the pupil?

4. At what overall national curriculum level  does the pupil function in terms of their learning? (See table 1 below)

5. In terms of your knowledge of other pupils with exceptional needs are this pupil’s needs at

· a. broadly similar level 

· b. at a lower level of need 

· c. at a much higher and more extreme level of need 

6. What is the typical teacher / child ratio experienced by this pupil in your school?  Does this, in your view, reasonably meet the pupil’s needs?

7. What is the typical NTAs / pupil ratio experienced by this pupil in your school? Does this, in your view, reasonably meet the pupil’s needs?

8. What, if any, regular input (daily/weekly) from other professional staff does this pupil require? (Medical; nursing; speech therapy; physio??)

9. Does this pupil have any special equipment / curriculum adaptations which are not typically made available for other pupils with high needs- please specify?

10. In terms of age appropriate self help skills is this pupil 

· a. largely independent in terms of self help skills 

· b. requiring some assistance

· c. requiring a great deal of assistance 

· d. wholly dependent upon adult support 

11. In terms of the pupil’s social behaviour in the school setting does this pupil receive?  

· a. A moderate level of support and monitoring

· b. A significant level of support and monitoring 

· c. A very high level of support and monitoring

Does the support received adequately meet the pupil’s needs?

12. Any other information about the pupil which the school feels is relevant in determining the banding level?
 *Table 1 - National Curriculum levels 

	Age
	Year
	Key Stage (KS)
	Expected NC Level

	3-4
	 
	  

EYFS
	 

	4-5
	Reception
	EYFS
	 

	5-6
	 Year 1
	KS1
	 

	6-7
	 Year 2
	KS1
	Level 2

	7-8
	 Year 3
	KS2
	 

	8-9
	 Year 4
	KS2
	 

	9-10
	 Year 5
	KS2
	 

	10-11
	 Year 6
	KS2
	Level 4

	11-12
	 Year 7
	KS3
	

	12-13
	 Year 8
	KS3
	

	13-14
	 Year 9
	KS3
	Level 5/6

	14-15
	 Year 10
	KS4
	

	15-16
	 Year 11
	KS4
	Most children take GCSEs or other national qualifications
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